The title compound, C 23 H 22 N 2 O 4 S, crystallized with two independent molecules (A and B) in the asymmetric unit. They have very similar conformations with the pyrrolidine ring having a twisted conformation, on the C spiro -C spiro bond, in both molecules. In molecule A, the mean planes of the benzothiophene and indoline ring systems are inclined to the mean plane of the pyrrolidine ring by 87.59 (10) and 84.51 (11) , respectively, and to one another by 72.69 (7) . The corresponding angles in molecule B are 87.15 (10), 84.58 (10) and 72.07 (7) , respectively. In the crystal, the A and B molecules are linked to one another by two N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a dimer. These dimers are linked via C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, forming a three-dimensional structure.
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S1. Comment
Indole derivatives exhibit antihepatitis B virus (Chai et al., 2006) and antibacterial (Nieto et al., 2005) activities. Indole derivatives have been found to exhibit antibacterial, antifungal (Singh et al., 2000) and antitumour activities (Andreani et al., 2001) . Some of the indole alkaloids extracted from plants possess interesting cytotoxic, antitumour or antiparasitic
properties (Quetin-Leclercq, 1994; Mukhopadhyay et al., 1981) . Highly functionalized pyrrolidines have gained much interest in the past few years as they constitute the main structural element of many natural and synthetic pharmacologically active compounds (Waldmann, 1995) . In the crystal, the A and B molecules are linked to one another by two N-H···O hydrogen bonds forming a dimer (Table   1 and Fig. 2 ). These dimers are linked via C-H···O hydrogen bonds forming a three-dimensional structure (Table 1 and 
S2. Experimental
A mixture of (E)-ethyl 2-(5-methyl-3-oxobenzo[b]thiophen-2(3H)-ylidene) acetate (1.0 mmol), isatin (1.1 mmol) and sarcosine (1.1 mmol) was refluxed in methanol (20 ml) until completion of the reaction, monitored by TLC analysis.
After completion of the reaction the solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure. The crude reaction mixture was dissolved in dichloromethane (2 × 50 ml) and washed with water followed by brine solution. The organic layer was separated and dried over sodium sulfate. After filtration the organic solvent was evaporated under reduced pressure. The product was separated by column chromatography using hexane and ethyl acetate (9:1) as an eluent to give a colorless solid. The product was dissolved in chloroform (3 ml) and heated for 2 min. The resulting solution was subjected to crystallization by slow evaporation of the solvent giving single crystals suitable for X-ray crystallographic studies. The molecular structure of the two independent molecules (A and B) of the title compound, with atom labelling.
Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level.
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Figure 2
A view along the b axis of the crystal packing of the title compound. The hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines (see Table for details; H atoms not involved in these interactions have been omitted for clarity). are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. (12) 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

